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What is Ecosystem-based 
Adaptation(EbA)?

Adaptation that integrates the use of 
biodiversity and ecosystem services into 
an overall strategy to help people adapt to 
the adverse impacts of climate change 
(CBD, 2009)



B: What is known about the key EbA
relationships for the Pacific Islands?



Project Objectives

A – Adaptation options for 
species and ecosystems 
particularly vulnerable 
to climate change.

B – Contribution of 
ecosystems to ‘climate-
proofing’  human 
development(EbA): 
– Agriculture

– Fisheries 

– Disaster Risk Reduction

Collate existing information to enable better consideration 
of the following in the Pacific context: 

…and to identify key information gaps.



Background and Process

• Partnership between SPREP and CI 
• Funded under the Australian Government’s 

International Climate Change Adaptation 
Initiative(ICCAI)

Jan 2011 – Desktop Studies
– Covering both A and B

March 2011 – Needs Analysis/Participation in PCCR
– Conducted Basic Needs Survey

May 2011 – Results Workshop (Fiji)
– Presented draft material and solicited feedback



Products: Synthesis Report 
Findings: 
• Some good country-level 

examples of integration 
• Significant potential to:

– Link conservation and 
adaptation planning

– make better use of 
ecological infrastructure 
(EbA)

• Lack of baseline data and 
knowledge of EbA
functions are key barriers



Products: CD Toolbox



Key Recommendations

Building the knowledge base
– Pacific Ecosystem, Biodiversity and Climate Change 

Monitoring and Analysis Program
– EbA Data Collection and Analysis
– Test and Refine the Toolbox

Taking action based on existing knowledge
– Capacity building pool for biodiversity and climate change 

planning 
– Community-based Coastal Zone Program
– Establish an EbA Rapid Assessment Program



A: Analysis of Vulnerability Context for Species 
and Ecosystem Types



A: Proposed Adaptation Response Framework



Products: Synthesis Report 



Thank you / Fa’afetai lava
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